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Nickel-Cadmium Batteries Become Next Mandatory Recyclable On May 1 


On January 16, 1996, the DEP notified the Chief Elected Officials in Connecticut that, in 
conformance with Connecticut’s nickel-cadmium recycling law, nickel-cadmium batteries will become 
a mandatory recyclable on May 1, 1996. Fortunately, there is a program in place which will allow 
the municipalities to offer a recycling option for residents at no cost to the town! 


_ The Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC) has established a program to recycle 
nickel-cadmium batteries through retail outlets. Stores which participate in the program will receive 
a box in which to keep the batteries. Customers bring in their nickel-cadmium batteries and when the 
box is full, the store simply mails the box to the recycling facility. The postage is prepaid. By simply 
dialing 1-800-8BATTERY and entering your zip code, you will be directed to the nearest 
participating retail outlet. The program is financed by the members of the RBRC. 


To date, over 100 retail outlets are participating in the RBRC program in Connecticut. The RBRC 
is currently talking with national retail chains to solicit their participation. Radio Shack stores across 


the country have agreed to participate. Any retail outlet, regardless of size, is invited to join the 
program. 


Nickel-cadmium batteries are rechargeable and can reduce the number of non-rechargeable batteries 
needing disposal. These batteries should be collected because cadmium can be toxic to human health 
and the environment. They are commonly found in cordless telephones and appliances, and as the 
standard “A”, “AA”, and “D” cell sizes. Nickel-cadmium batteries are required to be properly 
labeled. If the battery or battery pack is not labeled, then it is not likely to be nickel cadmium. 


If you have questions regarding this program or would like a copy of one of the fact sheets on 
batteries, please contact Tom Metzner at (860) 424-3365. 


Grass Clippings ! What’s New on the Farm 


In accordance with section 22a-208v of the Connecticut General Statutes, after October 1, 1997, the 
disposal of grass clippings will be prohibited at resource recovery facilities or solid waste facilities. 
In response to the ban on grass clipping disposal, the DEP Recycling Program, working in 
conjunction with the Natural Resource Conservation Service (N.R.C.S., formerly the Soil 
Conservation Service S.C.S), has amended the “Best Management Practices for Agriculture” to 
include a section on grass utilization. Farmers may now manage commercial and municipally 
collected grass clippings as an agricultural waste through direct cropland application, incorporation 
into an agricultural composting operation, or by incorporation into an agricultural waste storage 
facility. An agricultural waste management plan designed specifically for the farm will need to be 
approved by the DEP Water Management Bureau to implement these practices. 


Source reduction of grass clippings by leaving the clippings on the lawn after mowing (grasscycling), 
and home composting are the lowest cost, best alternative for grass clipping recycling and should be 
implemented before considering collection. The DEP Recycling Program has public education 
materials available to teach local residents about “grasscycling” and home composting . For more 
information about residential, commercial and municipal organic recycling options, contact K.C. 
Alexander or Earl Beebe at 860-424-3365. 
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The Winds of Winter Lead to the Road Sand Sweeping of Spring 


The CT DEP Recycling Program would like to remind municipalities that the DEP has technical 
guidance for the reuse of road sand sweepings entitled “Municipal Management Practices For the 
Reuse of Road Sand Sweepings, March 1994". The Department promotes reuse of road sand 
sweepings by blending with crushed stone or reclaimed aggregate in the production of processed 
gravel for use as fill material below impervious surfaces at construction sites (e.g. beneath roads, and 
parking lots). The department recommends this use over others whenever possible. Less desirable, 
but also outlined in the guidance, are recommendations for the siting and management of road sand 
sweepings when used as fill material. If a town chooses this option, the department recommends 
coordinating with the municipal inland wetland enforcement officer and town sanitarian or other 
appropriate officials to minimize potential risks to surface water resources. Fill should be placed only 
with the consent and permits required under applicable regulatory programs. 


The Department encourages all municipalities to develop and implement a public works construction 
and maintenance waste management plan that encourages recycling and conserves resources. The 
Department is promoting the recycling of construction and demolition aggregate to conserve 
resources and diminish potential illegal dumping in environmentally sensitive areas. The DEP 
Recycling Program maintains a list of construction and demolition aggregate recycling facilities. In 
1994, the Department estimates that over 700,000 tons of reclaimed construction and demolition 
aggregate were recycled at 14 fixed facilities operating in the state. For more information on road 
sand sweeping reuse or construction and demolition aggregate recycling facilities, contact Earl Beebe 
at 860-424-3365. 


Teleconference on Variable Rate Pricing 


The Coalition of Northeastern Governors (CONEG), in conjunction with EPA, is sponsoring a 
teleconference in early April on the “pay-by-the-bag” collection of solid waste. An 800-number will 
allow interaction between the panel members and the nine CONEG states. If you are interested in 
attending at the downlink site for Connecticut, please contact Kim Trella at (860) 424-3365. 
Piease Note: Due to a deiuy in receipi of daia from some municipalities the recyciing raie will not 
be announced until the March Issue of the Gazette. 
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